a normal menstrual history, and had had one child and one miscarriage. A six months' amenorrhmea was recorded, and routine examination showed a tumour apart from an apparently unimpregnated uterus. A mummified fcetus of about four months' gestation was found lying in the sac, which appeared to be a completely detached horn. It seemed that fertilization had taken place by the internal migration of spermatozoa from the right tube to the left, and it was questionable whether a minor degree of torsion of the pedicle, which was found at operation, was not the cause of intra-uterine death.
Genito-Urinary Fistula in the Female: with an Appreciation of Sims and his Work.
By DOUGAL BISSELL, M.D. (New York).
THE compliment which you pay me in inviting me to address you upon the subject of genito-urinary fistula in the female I recognize to be in reality paid to the "Woman's Hospital in the State of New York," and as an introduction, may I be permitted to recall briefly the dramatic origin of this institution, whichl is to-day a living and growing monument to its founders, Sims and Emmet.
From the southland of the States to the Metropolis of the nation there came, in 1854, the surgeon J. Marion Sims in search of health. His theoretical education and practical training in the art and science of medicine had been only that acquired by the average American student of his day. Although poorly equipped, he possessed mechanical ability, imagination, good judgment and an ardent desire to serve humanity. The great lesson taught him by the hardships of the wilderness was self-reliance; with this, ingenuity, and the love of scientific adventure, he met his daily problems. In the district from which he came he had been a pioneer and leader in the field of surgery, but the metropolis knew him not. In his great struggle for recognition in New York he showed not only the spirit of youthful enthusiasm, but a rare knowledge and skill in surgery, acquired by his experience in the backwoods of Alabama. Single-handed he fought to arouse interest in the operation he devised for the cure of vesico-vaginal fistula, but professional jealousy overwhelmed him and his efforts seemed doomed to failure, when the timely sympathy and aid of a few far-sighted noble women of influence and means came to his rescue.
In a small private dwelling, during the year 1855, the " Woman's Hospital " was launched upon its career. The profession objected to its existence on the ground that the field of work in which it proposed to engage, viz., destructive injuries of the vesico-vaginal septum, was too limited to warrant an institution for their special care and treatment. Sims' experience, however, had awakened him to the realization of the fact that throughout the land there had existed, for many years, an DEC.-OBST. 1
